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illustrated. 1768 Excerpt: . . . riages connived at. Now, the accomplirtiment of the plan formed by God himfelf, to
fend the Meffiah for the falvation of mankind, required that the fervice of the temple mould be reftored, and
kept up till the coming of the Meffiah: and thefe were the duties contained in the oath propofed by Efdras; and
this oath was the more rcafonable, as the duties were the very fundamentals of their religious and civil
conftitution. Ifraels pofleffion of the land was, by virtue of the covenant, connected with their performance of
the duties fpecified to them by Efdras; and this oath was in effedt only a renewal of the arttient covenant with
God: nothing of homage or obedience was fworn to Efdras. SECTION LXIIf. Farther IF the oath of allegiance be
fo well it. Warranted in Scripture, how is it that Samuel, after discharging his office of judge irreproachably,
does not, cm being fo illegally depofed, fay a tingle word to the Ifraelites about their perjury Had his authority
flood on fuch a bafis, how could he fo readily defcend from it For, a prophet, he furely fhould have endea
voured to rectify the fickle and perverfc temper of the people, by reprefenting to them the facred nature of an
oath j and the danger which they incurred in foul and body by violating it: efpecially, fmce it was not fo much
Samuel as God himfelf, as he eondefcends to fay, who was rejected to make room...
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