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illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . . . least 3 feet away from the trees. With ordinary precautions where there is
plenty of water the use of alfalfa is recommended. Where water is scarce it should never be grown as it requires
a large amount of moisture and frequently trees are stunted because of its use as a cover crop under drought
conditions. FERTILIZERS. Under the previous heading the fertilizing value of cover crops, especially the
legumes, was briefly discussed. The judicious use of such crops where conditions will permit of their growth will
result in good tree growth, and the production of big crops of good fruit without the addition of other
fertilizers. It must be remembered, however, that nitrogen is the only essential element of plant food that is
added to the soil by plants of the family Leguminosa. Indirectly they serve another valuable purpose in that they
greatly improve the physical condition of the soil and render more available potash and phosphoric acid,
which are the other two elements of plant growth that are essential in every soil. BARNYARD MANURE. The
addition of nitrogen may be accomplished through the use of barnyard manure, as well as the growth of
leguminous cover crops. In fact, experiments that have been directed by our state experiment stations, and
experience in the use of manure by fruit growers have proven that there is nothing more valuable for the
fertilization of the ordinary orchard soils than barnyard manure. The use of the automobile, auto...
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