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indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .or thorns; the second made of the timber of the country, constructed by
fixing stakes near each other, and weaving them with twigs, or by inserting poles into holes bored into stakes;
the third, the military fence, a ditch and earthen dike, commonly made along highways and rivers; the fourth, a
wall of masonry, the best, as it was made of stone or of bricks, burned or unburned, or of earth and gravel
compounded.7 b. Cultivation The Romans appreciated the benefits of a diligent cultivation. Jove did not wish
the tillage of the soil to be easy, 8 declares Vergil; except thou wilt harass the soil, then, with ceaseless mattock,
all in vain wilt thou eye the garnered pile of another. 9 The Roman precept, Praise great estates, farm a small
one, 10 and the maxim, A small farm cultivated is more fruitful than a large one neglected, 11 are in harmony
with Varro s injunction to work the land at least twice, if not thrice.1 Columella by the story of the daughters
and vineyard of Paridius Veterensis,2 and Pliny by his description of the diligent tillage of C. Furius Cresimus3
sought to emphasize the advantage of intensive cultivation. That the expense of labour, however, might exceed
the profit, the Romans recognized--hence their proverb, that nothing pays less than to cultivate too much,4--
hence, also, Pliny s dictum Good cultivation is necessary; inordinate cultivation, ruinous. In any case, the
cumbrous character of Roman instruments of husbandry must...
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