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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIII EPILEPTIC PSYCHOSES Epileptic feeble-
mindedness with the classical grand mal or lighter petit mal is a subject belonging to general medicine, but in
the study of legal and mental diseases acquires special importance for there is no other morbid state that so
often holds responsibility for unprovoked criminal action. A social deterioration thus may shape a vagabond,
or explosive violence lead to arson, murder or immoral offences. The variety of possibilities is hardly limited.
The question of insanity may be one for nice adjustment, for the diagnosis must take well into account the
history of the case, the mental and physical markings, and then judge as to whether the protection of others or
the welfare of the patient makes commitment advisable. With a story of violence that may be repeated, the
need can not be set aside and crimes of exposure may settle the point, but there are other cases where the
resources of the home are to be considered as well as the patient himself. Defective heredity is frequent. In this
connection parental alcoholism and epilepsy are to be specially mentioned, though many other physical and
mental faults are put in the same list. The pathology varies as does the cause, and so it is better to put the word
in the plural and to speak of the epilepsies. The true epilepsy which has an obscure etiology usually is marked
by sclerotic changes in the hippocampus major or a gliosis near...
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