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illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . . . instance, in October, 1898, the average color of the river water was. 64, the average
color of the effluent of Filter No. 3B, . 41, and of Filter No. 8 A, . 50, the color of the effluents showing an average
removal of 36 per cent, of the coloring matter in the applied water by Filter No. 3B and 22 per cent, by Filter No.
8 A. In July of the same year, however, which was a month practically without rainfall, the color of the river
water was. 37, the color of the effluent of Filter No. 3B, . 14, and the color of the effluent of Filter No. 8 A, . 15,
showing a removal of practically 60 per cent, in each in stance, the difference in season undoubtedly having
some influence, however. It is also significant that in 1899, when these filters had been in operation six years, the
percentage of color removed was as great or greater than in the earlier years of their operation, when the
depth of sand was more than twice as great; this being due partly, undoubtedly, to the coating of bacteria and
alumina-bearing silt accumulating from year to year upon the sand grains, and partly to the unvarying action
of the schmutzdecke, whatever the varying depth of sand in the filter. These two tables show that the organic
coloring matter in water is more easily removed at times of low rainfall, which indicates that the color
extracted from...
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