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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Large Print. 229 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.
(Lk 23:34) O loving tenderness of Jesus towards men! St. Augustine says that when the Savior was injured by His
enemies, He besought pardon for them; for he thought not so much of the injuries He received from them, and
the death they inflicted upon Him, as upon the love which brought Him to die for them. But some may say, Why
did Jesus pray to the Father to pardon them, when He Himself could have forgiven their injuries? St. Bernard
replies that He prayed to the Father, not because He could not Himself forgive them, but that He might teach us
to pray for them that persecute us. The holy abbot says also in another place: O wonderful thing! He cries,
Forgive; they cry, Crucify. Arnold of Chartres remarks that while Jesus was laboring to save the Jews, they were
laboring to destroy themselves; but the love of the Son had more power with God than the blindness of this
ungrateful people. St. Cyprian writes, Even he who sheds the blood of Christ is made to live by the blood of
Christ. Jesus Christ, in dying, had so great a desire to save all men, that He made even those enemies who shed
His blood with torments partakers of that blood. How can you look, says St. Augustine, at your God upon his
cross; see how He prays for them that crucify Him; and then deny pardon to your brother who has offended
you! St. Leo writes that it was through this prayer of Christ so that many thousands of Jews were converted at...
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