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Scientific Research | need not go into the general history of Vivisection, for it hardly bears upon the question to
which | desire to limit myself; but | think it advisable to formulate a few preliminary conclusions before | come
to my immediate subject, in order that | may clear the way for discussion, and show at once the grounds upon
which | stand, for | find myself in a position adverse to the view adopted by the great majority of my
professional brethren. | dismiss at once the employment of experiments on living animals for the purpose of
mere instruction, as absolutely unnecessary, and to be put an end to by legislation without any kind of reserve
whatever. In my own education | went through the most complete course of instruction in the University of
Edinburgh without ever witnessing a single experiment on a living animal. It has been my duty as a teacher to
keep myself closely conversant with the progress of physiology until within the last four years, and up to that
date | remained perfectly ignorant of any necessity for vivisection as a means of instructing pupils, and | can
find no reason whatever for its introduction into English schools, save a desire for imitating what has been
witnessed on the Continent by some of our most recent additions to physiological teaching. In Trinity College,
Dublin, the practice has been wholly prevented, and on a recent visit to that institution I could not find, after
much careful inquiry, the slightest reason to believe that any detriment was being inflicted upon the teaching
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