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expressed by other genes. Timing is of the essence. Here, the distinguished developmental biologist Lewis
Wolpert gives a concise account of what we now know about development, discussing the first vital steps of
growth, the patterning created by Hox genes and the development of form, embryonic stem cells, the timing of
gene expression and its management, chemical signalling, and growth. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
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