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Subject: Supplemental security income program -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . If a
claimants application for benefits is successful, the representative 5 may receive a portion of the claimants
past-due benefits as a fee, provided the representative has received authorization from SSA to receive this fee.
Representatives typically seek such authorization by entering into a fee agreement with the claimant, which
then must be submitted to SSA for approval. Under an approved fee agreement, a representative receives 25
percent of the claimants past-due benefits, up to a maximum of 5, 300. In some cases, the representative may
instead seek this authorization through a fee petition, which requires the representative to itemize his or her
expenses and hourly charges and lets SSA determine a reasonable fee. Since 1967, for attorneys representing DI
claimants, SSA has withheld fees from claimants past-due benefits and paid the attorneys directly -
guaranteeing the attorneys payment of their fees. By contrast, nonattorney representatives and attorneys
representing SSI claimants have historically had to collect their fees from the claimants. Some organizations,
such as legal aid agencies, provide certain disability claimants with free representation, rather than charging
them a fee. The Social Security Protection Act of 2004 expanded the practice of fee Expansion of Fee
withholding in two ways. First, it established a demonstration project Withholding allowing certain nonattorney
representatives to also qualify for fee withholding. Second, in an effort to promote representation for more SSI
claimants, it extended fee withholding to qualified representatives of SSI claimants - both attorneys and
qualified nonattorneys. These changes were implemented in February 2005 for a 5-year period....
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