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and vegetable substances. Their virtues must therefore be learnt, either from observing their effects upon
insects and quadrupeds; from analogy, deduced from the already known powers of some of their congenera,
or from the empirical usages and experience of the populace. The first method has not yet been much attended
to; and the second can only be perfected in proportion as we approach towards the discovery of a truly natural
system; but the last, as far as it extends, lies within the reach of every one who is open to information,
regardless of the source from whence it springs. It was a circumstance of this kind which first fixed my attention
on the Foxglove. In the year 1775, my opinion was asked concerning a family receipt for the cure of the dropsy. |
was told that it had long been kept a secret by an old woman in Shropshire, who had sometimes made cures
after the more regular practitioners had failed. | was informed...
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