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an Iranian Muslim by birth, presents research that undermines many of the stereotypes associated with
traditional Muslim women. Their apparent conservatism, she says, is based on rational calculation of the costs
and benefits of working within formal and informal labor markets to secure household power. She posits that
increasing adherence to Islam and taking up the veil on the part of women has been partially motivated by
women s desire to protect and promote their interests both within and beyond households.
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