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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 edition. Excerpt: .in Japan. At the present day, when a new building is erected
or new rice-land brought under cultivation, the ground is solemnly propitiated by a ceremony called Ji-matsuri
or earth-worship. Localities were personified under names which recall Erin, Britannia, Dea Roma, etc. Such
deities were called Kuni-dama, country or province spirit. The greatest of these, and one of the three greatest
gods of Shinto, is Ohonamochi. His shrine at Kitsuki in Idzumo is known as the Taisha or great shrine, and he
has numerous other shrines, called Sanno or Hiye, in all parts of the country. In his case the deification has
proceeded beyond the mere personification of the soil. Legend represents him as the maker of the land, not the
land itself, and in modern times nobody thinks of him as an Earth-god. His various names, however, show
conclusively that he is as much an earth-deity as the Greek Gaia, who, like him, was one shape of many names.
Lafcadio Hearn would make him out to be the god of the dead, though there are already two other rulers of
Hades, and Dr. Buckley thinks that he is a Moon-god. With Ohonamochi there is associated his minister, an
important deity named Kotoshiro-nushi, and a dwarf-god, Sukuna-bikona, who is credited with the invention of
medicine, magic, and the art of brewing sake. Another Earth-god is Asuha, an obscure personage, who is
supposed to be the deity of the courtyard. Mud, sand, and clay are...
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