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arguments for liberalisation were in general a reduction of
capacity constraints and a simplified market access (Himpel &
Lipp 2006, p.26). Constitutional for these ideas is the theory of
contestable markets which assumes the efficiency of
competition with a free market entry and market exit.
Therefore deregulation processes aim at providing a better,
safer and more efficient industry. However, Geoffrey Thomas
(2008) among others points out that in reality the liberalisation
of air transportation has caused predominantly negative
outcomes which is why there should be a return to some
degree of regulation. Based on Thomas train of thoughts, this
research paper is aimed at critically evaluating the effects of
liberalisation both on the aviation industry and on the
consumer. The paper is therefore structured as follows: after
revealing the limitations of the evaluation, positive effects of
liberalisation in Europe, the United States and...
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