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demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Combat operations in the urban area are not new to warfare. The United
States'; military conducted large-scale urban operations in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. During the last
sixty years, the United States'; Army approached the urban area by rubbling or isolating the city. The
combination of the increasing potential for urban operations and political restraints on friendly and non-
combatant casualties reduces the usefulness of these historical approaches. Joint forces need a new urban
operational concept that achieves strategic aims without rubbling the city or causing politically unacceptable
levels of non-combatant and friendly casualties. Current joint operational concepts such as Joint Vision 2020 do
not provide a view of future warfare. Emerging operational concepts such as Rapid Decisive Operations
depend on long-range surveillance and engagement of enemy forces to reduce the requirement of close
combat. The search for a joint urban operational concept is analogous to the Russian search for a new method
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